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Peter Benchley Ocean Awards
 

The Peter Benchley Ocean Awards are the world’s preeminent ocean honors and are unique in 
acknowledging outstanding achievement across many sectors leading to the protection of our ocean, coasts 

and the communities that depend on them. The Awards honor the legacy of Peter Benchley, author of Jaws and 
outspoken voice for ocean conservation through his books, articles and documentaries on the wonders of the 

ocean and the threats it faces.

2017 Awards Honorary Host Committee 
H.E. Ambassador Maguy Maccario Doyle

U.S. Senator Edward Markey and Dr. Susan Blumenthal
U.S. Senator Tom Udall and Jill Udall

U.S. Senator Sheldon Whitehouse and Dr. Sandra Whitehouse
U.S. Senator Tim Wirth and Wren Wirth

Representative Sam Farr
Ambassador William and Wendy Luers

Julie Packard, Executive Director Monterey Bay Aquarium

2017 Awards Host Committee

Peter Benchley Ocean Awards Statue and Logo
Having read of Peter Benchley’s experience with a manta that inspired his book, ‘The Girl of the Sea of Cortez,’ 
the marine artist Wyland created a stunning sculpture of three flying mantas to honor all heroes of the sea and 

“the interconnectedness of everything on earth.” We are grateful to Wyland for designing our unique 
manta award statue and logo.

Cover Photo 
Courtesy of David Doubilet
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2017 Awards Program
6:30 pm – 8:00 pm 

Welcome   Dr. Kirk Johnson, Sant Director, Smithsonian National Museum of Natural History

Master of Ceremonies  Wendy Benchley and David Helvarg, Co-Founders, Peter Benchley Ocean Awards

Tribute to Rob Stewart

Opening Video   Celebrating Peter Benchley’s life and the creation of the Awards

Presentation of the 
2017 Peter Benchley Ocean Awards

Excellence in National Stewardship, Susi Pudjiastuti, Minister of Maritime Affairs and Fisheries for Indonesia

Excellence in Policy, US Senator Richard Blumenthal (CT)

Excellence in Policy, US Senator Brian Schatz (HI) 

Excellence in Science, Dr. Ben Halpern

Excellence in Science, Dr. Ussif Rashid Sumaila

Excellence in Media, One World One Ocean, Greg MacGillivray 

Excellence in Solutions, Rhode Island Ocean Special Area Management Planning Team and The Mid-Atlantic and    
Northeast Regional Planning Bodies

Christopher Benchley Youth Award, Carter and Olivia Ries

Hero of the Seas Award, Robin Alden of Maine Center for Coastal Fisheries

Honor for Sustained Ocean Achievement, Joshua S. Reichert and the Pew Charitable Trusts’ Ocean Group

Dinner Celebration
Benchley Awards ‘Raft’ strolling dinner to follow in the Grand Rotunda and dessert reception in Sant Ocean Hall
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Annual Peter Benchley Ocean Awards Founders Letter
As we gather at the historic Smithsonian National Museum of Natural History and Sant Ocean Hall this 
evening to honor ten exceptional Award winners, let us reflect on the present state of our Blue Planet where 
there is real and positive momentum for ocean conservation. This is a hopeful beacon, but we must stand 
ready to push even harder for needed progress as the winds and waves of change can quickly shift.    
 
Less than a year ago, and just over a mile away, the U.S. State Department held the third ‘Our Oceans’ 
conference that saw dozens of nations commit over $9 billion to ocean conservation and protection of 3.8 
million square miles of the ocean—an area the size of the United States—as biological reserves and marine 
wilderness areas. President Obama, along with protecting much of the U.S. Atlantic and Arctic Ocean from oil 
drilling, expanded the Papahanaumokuakea National Marine Monument—originally designated by President 
George W. Bush in 2006—to half a million square miles. This makes it the largest ecologically protected 
wilderness on the planet and home to over 70 percent of U.S. coral reefs. One of our policy winners this year, 
Senator Brian Schatz of Hawaii, played a key role in making this expansion possible. Our other policy winner, 
Senator Richard Blumenthal of Connecticut, played an equally vital role in the establishment of the nation’s 
first “Hope Spot” in the Atlantic Ocean, the unique ecosystems encompassed within the Northeast Canyons 
and Seamounts Marine National Monument.  
 
Next month, the United Nations will convene its first ever high-level symposium, “The Ocean Conference”, on 
the state of our seas. This will be a solutions-oriented gathering that aims at nothing less than “reversing the 
decline in the health of our ocean for people, planet and prosperity.” One of the global leaders the UN looks 
to for guidance is this year’s Benchley National Stewardship Award winner, Indonesian Minister of Maritime 
Affairs & Fisheries, Susi Pudjiastuti. She has protected her nation’s economic and environmental interests by 
targeting the multi-billion dollar pirate fishing operations of foreign fleets, freeing their enslaved crews and 
creating new avenues to protect Indonesia’s unique marine ecosystem and fishing economy.
 
Balancing economic development needs with protecting ocean resources requires thoughtful, science-
based marine spatial planning. That is why this year’s Benchley Solutions Award is going to three model 
programs that engage a wide range of ocean stakeholders, including federal, state and tribal leaders, to better 
understand, map and manage our public seas for all citizens. These include the Rhode Island Special Area 
Management Planning Team and the Mid-Atlantic and Northeast Regional Planning Bodies established under 
the U.S. National Ocean Policy. 
 
Our grassroots Hero of the Seas Award winner, Robin Alden of the Maine Center for Coastal Fisheries, takes 
integrated planning down to the local level by linking fishermen with scientists, regulators and other Maine 
residents to improve the vital coastal ocean resources they all share and depend on. And, of course, best 
fishing practices like these require the best available science on how the ocean and its wildlife interact. 
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That understanding of the seas, ranging from biology to economics to big data, is reflected by this year’s 
selection of two outstanding science winners, Ben Halpern, of UC Santa Barbara, who focuses on research 
addressing complex human interactions with marine ecology and long-term ocean health, and Dr. Ussif 
Rashid Sumaila, of the University of British Columbia, whose “bioeconomic” insights are helping policy 
makers the world over ensure that fisheries and ocean resources are sustainably managed.
 
Educating the public to what this all means and why we should care is of vital importance. Education can 
range from telling larger than life stories about Humpback Whales to asking students and citizens around 
the world to pledge to use fewer plastic straws in our daily lives. Our Media winner, One World One Ocean, 
is producing a multi-year effort using giant IMAX films, TV and new media, that is reaching millions of 
people a year with a message of ocean wonder and warning. Its media campaign was launched to expand 
understanding of the ocean and encourage advocacy using visually immersive IMAX documentaries, which 
MacGillivray Freeman Films has been making for over 40 years.  

When they were in elementary school, our Christopher Benchley Youth Award winners, Olivia and Carter 
Ries were so upset at the sight of oiled wildlife during the BP spill disaster that they collected and delivered 
supplies to animal cleaning stations in the Gulf, later forming the non-profit, One More Generation, with their 
father. Now 14 and 16, their latest effort is to reduce the use of plastic straws in schools and restaurants, 
demonstrating that youth activists are not just our leaders of the future, but making waves today.
 
We also salute the long-term commitment of Josh Reichert of Pew Charitable Trust’s Ocean Group. Josh 
is the winner of a special Sustained Ocean Achievement Award. For three decades, he and his group have 
single-mindedly and very successfully focused on pushing governments, advocacy groups and leaders 
around the world to move on the larger issues of ocean sustainability and to create a series of marine 
protected areas around the world.  
 
The next step we see is one of scale. As one of our past winners noted, we have to “grow the solutions faster 
than the problems”. Probably no one knows this better or has done more to produce these solutions than our 
77 Peter Benchley Ocean Award winners past and present, many of whom are with us tonight. We encourage 
you to mingle in their company and with all the other ocean activitists and interested citizens here tonight.
 
For in the end, it all comes back to the salty crucible of life on our blue marble planet and those who would 
defend it. To quote our friend and inspiration Dr. Sylvia Earle, “No water, no life. No blue, No green.”  
 
Enjoy the evening!

Wendy Benchley &  David Helvarg
Peter Benchley Ocean Awards Co-Founders
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Susi Pudjiastuti, Indonesian Minister of Maritime Affairs and Fisheries

Susi Pudjiastuti, Minister of Marine Affairs of the Republic of Indonesia, is self-made, out-spoken and no stranger to taking risks. She has 
set new benchmarks for bold action in combating rampant illegal fishing that has plundered her nation’s fisheries for decades. Indonesia’s 
marine zone includes the second-longest coastline of any nation and covers an area nearly four times the country’s land size. It includes the 
heart of one of the most biologically diverse marine habitats on Earth—known as the Coral Triangle—which is endowed with a rich array of 
iridescent corals, fishes, crustaceans, mollusks and vast commercial food sources such as tuna. 

Minister Pudjiastuti’s fearless efforts to seize and if necessary destroy—without exception—all foreign fishing boats and organized 
crime vessels caught fishing illegally in Indonesian waters (more than 375 to date) is a proof of her commitment to protect Indonesia’s 
extraordinary marine resources and to revitalize its overall economic growth.

Her enterprising, unconventional approach began at an early age when she dropped out of high school at age 17—in spite of being top of 
her class—and started her own business selling bed linen. She quickly moved on to become a prominent fish broker, where she bought 
and processed local fish in her hometown of Pangandaran, West Java. Her breakout moment as a successful fish and lobster entrepreneur 
came in the late nineties—as the Asian financial crisis was taking hold—when she began exporting shrimp to Japan. This expansion laid the 
groundwork for her to begin buying airplanes so she could fly fresh fish, shrimp and lobsters from distant Indonesian villages to Jakarta, and 
on to export markets. As she was launching Susi Air in late 2004, one of the deadliest natural disasters in recorded history the Sumatra–
Andaman earthquake struck. Packing the energy equivalent of 23,000 atomic bombs, it generated the ‘Boxing Day Tsunami’ hitting Indonesia 
the hardest, causing 230,000 deaths and destroying hundreds of coastal villages. Within hours, Ms. Pudjiastuti was dispatching her planes to 
impacted areas and supplying much needed food to survivors and ferrying aid workers into remote areas to do critical relief work.

As Minister of Fisheries, her hardline and original approach to thwarting illegal fishing—which includes a daily combination of chain-smoking 
Indonesian clove cigarettes, dancing to Jimi Hendrix music (to reduce stress for people visiting her office), and strategic use of inexpensive 
sticks of dynamite—has transformed a little-known, bureaucratic cabinet position into a powerful (and vastly popular) force that is helping to 
make Indonesia’s maritime sector the centerpiece of President Joko Widodo’s economic growth agenda and revitalizing the livelihoods of 
an estimated six million small-boat fishers who have been struggling to make a living because of depleted fish stocks.

In addition to targeting the multi-billion-dollar pirate fishing operations of foreign fleets, she has also been instrumental in freeing hundreds of 
slaves held on some of these foreign vessels, and illegally trapped whale sharks.
 
Past Benchley Award Recipients in This Category  

President Chinchilla of Costa Rica (2011) for establishment of the Cocos Island National Park; President Anote Tong of Kiribati (2012) for establishing a large Pacific 
reserve and speaking out against the threat of climate change and sea level rise; President Macky Sall of Senegal (2013) for rescinding permits to foreign fishing vessels 
over-exploiting the waters of his nation’s Exclusive Economic Zone and helping to restore a sustainable domestic fishery for his people; Maria Damanaki, European Union 
Marine Affairs and Fisheries Commissioner (2014) for her work reducing overfishing, combating IUU pirate fishing and promoting a sustainable “Blue Economy”; H.S.H. 
Prince Albert II of Monaco (2015) for his pivotal role in supporting global scale marine research and collaboration to establish MPAs, address climate change, and protect 
biodiversity on the high seas; President Tommy Remengesau Jr. (2016) for demonstrating visionary leadership in protecting Palau’s unique marine environment.

Excellence in National Stewardship
Awarded to the representative of a nation that has made a unique and exceptional contribution to the protection, 

restoration and appreciation of our global ocean.
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“Without the oceans, there 
would be no life on Earth.”

Peter Benchley

Photo © David Doubliet
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Richard Blumenthal, U.S. Senator 

Connecticut Senator Richard Blumenthal is a lifelong law enforcement leader and strong proponent for consumer protections, 
environmental stewardship, and labor rights. He was an early and outspoken voice in calling for the designation of the New England Coral 
Canyons and Seamounts area as a permanently protected marine national monument—the first ever in the Atlantic Ocean.

In 2013, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration sent a deep-sea submersible vehicle down to probe the region and 
discovered a wide diversity of seafloor features and stunning communities of marine life nestled in-between three, deep sea canyons and 
four underwater mountains. 

Largely unexplored with chasms deeper than the Grand Canyon, this remote area is home to brilliant cold-water corals—some the size 
of small trees and more than 1,000 years old—that form the foundation of this deep-sea ecosystem, providing food, spawning grounds, 
and shelter for fish, whales and other marine animals. It is home to tunas, sharks, seabirds, dolphins, endangered sperm whales and rare 
North Atlantic right whales. Supporters worked for several years on the designation, mobilizing a broad coalition of stakeholders, including: 
elected officials (federal, state and local), business leaders, scientists, faith-based groups, fishermen, marine mammal research groups, 
whale watch operators, dive groups, and more than 300,000 members of the public. 

On September 15, 2016, President Obama designated the Northeast Canyons and Seamounts Marine National Monument, which protects 
4,913 square miles of ocean (beginning 150 miles southeast of Cape Cod), phases out all commercial fishing over time, and prohibits other 
extractive activities such as mining and oil drilling. Located 150 miles southeast of Cape Cod, Massachusetts, this is considered one of the 
first ‘urban’ marine monuments given its proximity to major urban population centers with more than 25 million people living in counties with 
ocean coastline from Maine to New York.

Senator Blumenthal sits on the Senate Committee for Commerce, Science, and Transportation, which has jurisdiction over a wide-ranging 
portfolio and plays a pivotal role in American business and in addressing the important issue of climate change. He graduated from Harvard 
College (Phi Beta Kappa, Magna Cum Laude), and Yale Law School, where he was Editor-in-Chief of the Yale Law Journal. He served an 
unprecedented five terms as Connecticut’s Attorney General, and distinguished himself in several high profile lawsuits including the national 
fight against Big Tobacco. Many of the strategies he developed are now being used in legal challenges to the Fossil Fuel Industry and its 
impact on our climate.

Past Benchley Award Recipients in This Category  

Senator Ernest Hollings (2004), a long time ocean champion known as the “Father of NOAA”; Representative Sam Farr (2009) ocean defender and founder of the House 
Oceans Caucus; Dr. Jane Lubchenco (2010) ocean scientist and head of NOAA during the Obama administration’s first term; Admiral Thad Allen (2011) former commandant 
of the U.S. Coast Guard and lead federal official for the Katrina and BP Oil disasters; U.S. Senator Sheldon Whitehouse (2012), a powerful ocean and climate champion from 
Rhode Island; U.S. Senator Ed Markey (2013) from Massachusetts, a strong advocate for ocean protection and climate action; Secretary Leon Panetta (2014) former White 
House Chief of Staff, U.S. Director of Intelligence and Secretary of Defense, who as long-time Congressman and lifelong resident of Monterey California, championed ocean 
protection and marine sanctuaries; Secretary of State, John F. Kerry (2015), for his passionate leadership in elevating ocean issues and climate change to a new level of 
global stature and importance; Dr. David Wilmot (2016), co-founder of Ocean Champions, a highly respected organization dedicated to making the health of our public seas 
a nonpartisan priority.

Excellence in Policy
Awarded to an individual who contributes to advancing the cause of sustainable ocean use and protection based on the 

best available science and through the establishment of effective and enforceable laws and regulations. 
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Brian Schatz, U.S. Senator 

U.S. Senator Brian Schatz has been a strong advocate for the ocean, renewable energy, public education, and protecting our civil rights.

At the age of two, Senator Schatz moved to Hawai‘i with his three brothers (including his identical twin), where he grew up loving the 
ocean, which sowed the seeds for him to grow into a passionate ocean supporter. In high school, he began his marine activism with 
the ‘Save Sandy Beach Coalition,’ a group that successfully raised public awareness for ocean access on O‘ahu. After graduating from 
college, he took a position with the University of Hawai‘i’s Sea Grant College Program, where he worked hands-on in local aquaculture 
projects—feeding fish and cutting back encroaching coastal vegetation. He later served as the founder and Executive Director of Youth for 
Environmental Service, a non-profit that connected young people with environmental groups needing volunteers.

Upon taking his Senate seat in 2012, he made protecting the ocean one of his top priorities. As a member of the Senate Commerce 
Subcommittee on Oceans, Atmosphere, Fisheries, and Coast Guard, he led the development of a proposal to expand the 
Papahānaumokuākea Marine National Monument (PMNM).

Key points of the Senator’s PMNM expansion proposal included: 1) stopping expansion at 163° West Longitude so that Kaua‘i and Ni‘ihau 
residents would have access to all existing fishing areas; 2) recognizing Native Hawaiian interests by accepting the Office of Hawaiian Affairs 
as a co-trustee of the PMNM on the same level with the Department of Commerce, the Department of the Interior, and the State of Hawai‘i; 
3) the creation of a broad coalition of government managers (federal, state and local), philanthropic organizations, and individuals to provide 
ongoing support for the expansion. In June 2016, he sent a draft proposal to President Barack Obama to expand Papahānaumokuākea 
Marine National Monument ten years after President George W. Bush signed the executive order establishing its original boundaries. This 
expansion is the largest ecologically protected wilderness on the planet—more than four times the size of California and home to over 
70 percent of U.S. coral reefs. As an active member of two Senate committees with primary jurisdiction over the oceans, Senator Schatz 
through the Commerce Committee has helped develop and pass legislation to address toxic algae and dead zones, pirate fishing, coral reef 
conservation and seafood fraud. Through the Senate Appropriations Committee, he has fought to ensure funding for important initiatives to 
study, protect, and restore the ocean, coasts and communities that depend on them. He has also been an outspoken advocate for climate 
action. The State of Hawai‘i has committed to having 100 percent renewable energy by 2045.

Past Benchley Award Recipients in This Category  

Senator Ernest Hollings (2004), a long time ocean champion known as the “Father of NOAA”; Representative Sam Farr (2009) ocean defender and founder of the House 
Oceans Caucus; Dr. Jane Lubchenco (2010) ocean scientist and head of NOAA during the Obama administration’s first term; Admiral Thad Allen (2011) former commandant 
of the U.S. Coast Guard and lead federal official for the Katrina and BP Oil disasters; U.S. Senator Sheldon Whitehouse (2012), a powerful ocean and climate champion from 
Rhode Island; U.S. Senator Ed Markey (2013) from Massachusetts, a strong advocate for ocean protection and climate action; Secretary Leon Panetta (2014) former White 
House Chief of Staff, U.S. Director of Intelligence and Secretary of Defense, who as long-time Congressman and lifelong resident of Monterey California, championed ocean 
protection and marine sanctuaries; Secretary of State, John F. Kerry (2015), for his passionate leadership in elevating ocean issues and climate change to a new level of 
global stature and importance; Dr. David Wilmot (2016), co-founder of Ocean Champions, a highly respected organization dedicated to making the health of our public seas 
a nonpartisan priority.

Excellence in Policy
Awarded to an individual who contributes to advancing the cause of sustainable ocean use and protection based on the 

best available science and through the establishment of effective and enforceable laws and regulations. 
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Dr. Benjamin Halpern

Dr. Benjamin Halpern is a Professor of Marine Ecology and Conservation Planning at UC Santa Barbara. He also serves as part-time chair in 
marine conservation at Imperial College London and Executive Director of the National Center for Ecological Analysis & Synthesis (NCEAS) 
at UCSB. He earned his PhD, in Ecology, Evolution, and Marine Biology at UCSB and his BA in Biology at Carleton College.

Dr. Halpern has worked in rocky intertidal zones, estuaries, kelp forests, mangroves, and coral reefs all over the world to learn how ecosystems 
function and how people can sustainably use and protect them. He is renowned for synthetic research that analyzes a broad range of complex 
questions spanning local to global scales, including spatial population dynamics of marine species, food web interactions, and conservation 
planning for ocean and freshwater ecosystems. All of this work he does with the primary goal of informing and facilitating effective ocean 
conservation and resource management. He describes finding his way into a career in marine ecology and conservation science as more of a 
stumble than a straight path toward what he now cannot imagine doing otherwise. 

He grew up near the Oregon coast with a biologist mother who fed his curiosity by exploring rocky tide pools with him. He took his first dive 
in Hawaii at the age of ten, but did not get certified until the age of 18 in a pond on Cape Cod in November—admitting that if this didn’t kill 
his interest in spending time with the ocean, nothing would. He resisted science in college, assuming he’d major in philosophy or religion, but 
was captivated by two classes (and two amazing teachers) that changed his mind dramatically–Organic Chemistry and an Ecology course. 
After college, he spent several years at MIT as a computer and network technician. Finally, when he arrived at graduate school at UCSB, he 
was hooked for life on studying the ocean. Dr. Halpern’s assessment of cumulative human impacts on the marine environment using big data 
pioneered a new way of understanding the pressures that we are exerting on the ocean. His work on how marine reserves can improve ocean 
conditions changed the narrative about protected areas and helped catalyze global efforts to create marine reserves.

He championed a new way to define and measure ocean health that gauges not only negative effects (e.g. overfishing, pollution and climate 
change), but also how well the oceans provide economic and social benefits to people and how well societies protect these benefits. The resulting 
Ocean Health Index (OHI) created a gold standard for measuring ocean health in a comprehensive and integrated way, and has led countries 
to compete to increase their scores. It is used globally as an annual indicator of planetary ocean sustainability, and regionally in more than 25 
countries as a means to transform marine policy and management. Well into his career, Dr. Halpern made a remarkable discovery—a direct 
ancestor, Nathaniel Paddock, was the head of a prominent Nantucket Island family in the mid-1700s and helped bring effective and efficient 
methods for whaling to the island for the first time. These changes transformed Nantucket into the global epicenter for whaling and influenced the 
course of marine history. Although a heavy burden to carry, Nathaniel’s legacy highlights the need to understand cultural context, economic drivers, 
the role of individuals to alter whole systems, and the global ecological impacts of local factors. These are the same pieces of the broader ocean 
conservation picture that inspire Dr. Halpern’s work today.

Past Benchley Award Recipients in This Category  

Marine biologist Ransom Myers (2004); marine ecologists Dr. Nancy Knowlton and Dr. Jeremy Jackson (2009); Census of Marine Life coordinator Jesse Ausubel (2010); 
molecular genetics research scientist Dr. Steve Palumbi (2011); Louisiana Universities Marine Consortium Director and researcher Dr. Nancy Rabalais (2012); Marine 
ecologists Dr. Boris Worm and Dr. Heike Lotze (2013); scientist and Dean of the Bren School of Environmental Science and Management Dr. Steve Gaines (2014); professor 
and project leader of the Sea Around Us Project at the University of British Columbia Dr. Daniel Pauly (2015). Dr. Barbara Block (2016), renowned marine scientist and a 
pioneer of the technology used for open ocean observation. 

Excellence in Science
Awarded to an individual or individuals who have provided cutting edge marine science either through his or her efforts or as 

leader(s) of a team that has advanced the cause of understanding ocean processes, marine ecology and conservation biology. 
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Dr. Ussif Rashid Sumaila

Dr. Ussif Rashid Sumaila is Professor and Director of the Fisheries Economics Research Unit at the University of British Columbia. He 
received his Ph.D. from Bergen University, Norway, and holds a B.Sc. with honors from Ahmadu Bello University, Nigeria. Professor Sumaila 
is deeply interested in how economics, through integration with ecology and other disciplines, can be used to help ensure that fisheries and 
ocean resources are sustainably managed for the benefit of both current and future generations. 

Growing up in the middle of Nigeria, West Africa, far from the coast, his grandfather encouraged him to respect Mother Nature, but fishing 
and the oceans were not part of his worldview. This all changed when he began his postgraduate work in economics in Norway and had 
the opportunity to work with Sjur Flåm, a prolific and renowned applied mathematician and economist who encouraged Sumaila to work on 
his first fisheries project. Today he specializes in bioeconomics (the study of the dynamics of fisheries and living resources using economic 
models), marine ecosystem valuation and the analysis of global fisheries subsidies, illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) fishing, and the 
economics of high and deep seas fisheries. 

Currently, 130 million tons of fish are being taken out of the ocean—both legally and illegally—to support humanity’s need for protein on an 
annual basis. Professor Sumaila considers ocean sustainability in the context of food, jobs, and the environment, arguing that no system 
can sustain the yearly removal of this much biomass. 

He is also an influential leader in supporting marine protected areas (MPAs)—including conceiving of the High Seas as a large marine 
reserve—and describes them as our best ‘insurance’ policy for a truly sustainable ocean. Restricting fishing from key ocean areas allows 
the fish to recover and makes the whole ecosystem more resilient. He argues that if an area is closed forever, and fishing only occurs along 
the rim or in coastal waters, then MPAs are like a good retirement plan for fish and humanity. Stressors such as climate change—with 
warming seas around the Equator and ocean acidification appearing in the Northern hemisphere—can be taken into account and partially 
mitigated. 

Professor Sumaila’s work in global fishing economics has influenced World Trade Organization policy concerning subsidies and 
countervailing measures and his advice has been sought by policy makers at the highest levels, resulting in invitations to give talks at the 
United Nations, the White House, the U.S. Congress, the European Parliament, the African Union, the British House of Lords, and the 
Canadian Parliament.

Past Benchley Award Recipients in This Category  

Marine biologist Ransom Myers (2004); marine ecologists Dr. Nancy Knowlton and Dr. Jeremy Jackson (2009); Census of Marine Life coordinator Jesse Ausubel (2010); 
molecular genetics research scientist Dr. Steve Palumbi (2011); Louisiana Universities Marine Consortium Director and researcher Dr. Nancy Rabalais (2012); Marine 
ecologists Dr. Boris Worm and Dr. Heike Lotze (2013); scientist and Dean of the Bren School of Environmental Science and Management Dr. Steve Gaines (2014); professor 
and project leader of the Sea Around Us Project at the University of British Columbia Dr. Daniel Pauly (2015). Dr. Barbara Block (2016), renowned marine scientist and a 
pioneer of the technology used for open ocean observation. 

Excellence in Science
Awarded to an individual or individuals who have provided cutting edge marine science either through his or her efforts or as 

leader(s) of a team that has advanced the cause of understanding ocean processes, marine ecology and conservation biology. 
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Rhode Island Ocean Special Area Management Planning Team and 
The Mid-Atlantic and Northeast Regional Planning Bodies

Great Urban planning for cities dates back to the ancient Greeks. Great ocean and coastal planning is only now coming into its own.

The goal of the ocean planning process sounds simple: to support ocean ecosystem health and ensure the most sustainable use of our 
marine ocean resources for which we have an ever-growing number of demands. However, until the U.S. National Ocean Policy was 
created with an Executive Order by President Obama in 2010—and called for regional ocean planning bodies to be formally created—there 
were only sporadic efforts attempting to tackle this enormously complicated task. Ocean jurisdiction has historically been distributed among 
numerous agencies at every level of government and include thousands of domestic policies, laws, and regulations. 

Carefully applying the best available scientific and human use data to coastal marine ecosystems to better understand how they function 
and applying this shared knowledge to the permitting and planning processes allows not only for more proactive and effective planning, 
but reduces conflicts between different users in fisheries, shipping and ports, offshore renewable energy, aquaculture, tourism, scientific 
research, mineral exploration, national defense, and ocean wildlife and habitat needs.

Each of these three planning teams has produced landmark ocean plans that will benefit all users and provide excellent models for other 
states and regions to mirror in smart ocean planning.   
  

Past Benchley Award Recipients in This Category  

Dr. Greg Stone (2011) for his groundbreaking economic and conservation leadership that helped establish the Phoenix Islands Protected Area in Kiribati that in turn led to 
establishing the Pacific Oceanscape the largest conservation project in history; Dr. Geraldine Knatz (2012) for leading the clean-up of the largest port complex in the Western 
Hemisphere, the Ports of LA and Long Beach and then taking the “Greening Ports” movement global as President of the International Association of Ports and Harbors; Dr. 
Chris Costello (2016 ) co-founder of the “Sustainable Fisheries Group”, whose purpose is to combine economics and ecology to inform sustainable solutions in the oceans

   

Excellence in Solutions 
Awarded to an individual who helps find or create a practical solution to one of the many environmental challenges 

confronting our seas. 
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Rhode Island Special Area 
Management Plan 

Team

Grover Fugate, Executive Director, Coastal 
Resource Management Council State of 
Rhode Island

Jennifer McCann, University of Rhode 
Island and Co-Lead RI Ocean SAMP  

One of the few states that has taken a 
proactive and comprehensive approach 
to ocean management—going back to 
1983—is Rhode Island. In 2010 they 
completed the Rhode Island Ocean Special 
Area Management Plan, or Ocean SAMP, 
using the best available science to provide a 
balanced approach to the development and 
protection of Rhode Island’s ocean-based 
resources. Updated in 2015, this plan is now 
being implemented and used to empower 
economic growth including a pilot wind 
turbine project that has reduced conflicts 
among uses and minimized environmental 
impacts. The Ocean SAMP saved years of 
permitting time and is enabling offshore 
wind, one of the nation’s newest industries, 
to coexist with commercial fishing, one of 
the oldest.   

Mid-Atlantic Regional 
Planning Body 

Team

Robert LaBelle, Federal Co-Lead, Mid-
Atlantic Regional Planning Body

Kelsey Leonard, Tribal Co-Lead, Mid-
Atlantic Regional Planning Body, Shinnecock 
Indian Nation

Laura McKay, Virginia Coastal Zone 
Management Program and Chairman of the 
Mid-Atlantic Regional Council on the Ocean. 

Gwynne Schultz, State Co-Lead, Mid-
Atlantic Regional Planning Body

The Mid-Atlantic Regional Ocean Action Plan charts 
the course toward a more integrated approach to 
managing the region’s shared ocean resources and 
is grounded in robust and on-going stakeholder 
engagement. The development of this first plan of 
its kind in the Mid-Atlantic provides the opportunity 
to advance shared economic, environmental, and 
cultural interests covering the waters from New York 
to the Virginia/North Carolina border, and extending 
seaward out to 200 nautical miles. Complementing 
the plan is an outstanding high tech Data Portal that 
provides a centralized, public location for interactive 
ocean mapping and information focused on the 
Mid-Atlantic region, enabling Federal, State, Tribal, 
and local decision makers, as well as the general 
public, to visualize and analyze ocean resources and 
human use information such as fishing grounds, 
recreational areas, shipping lanes, habitat areas, and 
energy sites. 
 

  

Northeast Regional 
Planning Body 

Team

Grover Fugate, State Co-Lead, Northeast 
Regional Planning Body

Richard Getchell, Tribal Co-Lead, Northeast 
Regional Planning Body

Betsy Nicholson, Federal Co-Lead, 
Northeast Regional Planning Body

John Weber, Ocean Planning Director, 
Northeast Regional Planning Body 

Nick Napoli, Ocean Planning Director, 
Northeast Regional Planning Body

The Northeast Ocean Plan is a trailblazing 
effort, being the first-in-the-nation regional 
ocean plan, covering six New England states, 
ten federally recognized tribes, ten federal 
agencies, and the New England Fishery 
Management Council. The Plan advances 
three goals: healthy ocean and coastal 
ecosystems; effective decision-making; 
and compatibility among past, current, and 
future ocean uses. It is a blueprint to protect 
and manage New England’s public ocean 
treasure, reflecting its rich maritime history 
and the promise of a sustainable, healthy 
ocean future for all its citizens.
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One World One Ocean and Greg MacGillivray

Educating the public to the challenges our vast ocean planet faces is a daunting task. One World One Ocean media campaign was 
launched to expand public understanding of the ocean and encourage advocacy using visually immersive IMAX films, which MacGillivray 
Freeman Films has been making for over 40 years.  

Greg MacGillivray has lived by the ocean from birth, but started his real love affair with it when he began surfing with his dad and then 
shared that love by making his first surfing film, A Cool Wave of Color. Barbara MacGillivray, arrived later to the ocean—not living near it until 
high school—but fell in love with both Greg and the sea, especially after seeing it through his visually creative eyes. 

They bought their first and only home right on the beach in Laguna where they raised their children to love the ocean from their very first 
days learning to swim as they learned to walk—not to mention—surf, snorkel, kayak, stand-up-paddle, body surf body board and sail. 
Living on the edge of the Pacific for more than 50 years, the entire MacGillivray family has witnessed profound changes in loss of large fish 
and schooling fish, as well as the unwelcome proliferation of run-off pollution and huge quantities of plastic on the beach and in the water.  
Greg turned his love of the ocean into a cinematic career starting with the surf classic Five Summer Stories (with Jim Freeman – 1972) and 
later creating a portfolio of stunning giant-screen IMAX® films, that include: The Living Sea (1995), Dolphins (2000), Coral Reef Adventure 
(2002), To the Arctic (2010), Humpback Whales (2013), and Journey to the South Pacific (2015). 

In 2010 the Laguna Beach community mobilized in strong support of creating a state marine reserve off the coast that prohibited all 
extractive activities. Building on this ocean conservation milestone, the MacGillvrays—with some strong encouragement from ‘Her 
Deepness’, Dr. Sylvia Earle—launched the One World One Ocean Campaign, which uses the power of giant screen films to emotionally 
engage millions of people each year to understand both the wonders of our ocean world and its tremendous peril so that they in turn, 
become advocates for its protection.

These larger-than-life ocean documentaries and their accompanying educational programming have been showcased in more than 200 IMAX 
Science Museum Theaters and aquariums in over 30 countries. One World One Ocean is committed to the long-term release of its films and 
outreach programming across every platform including social media. With an overarching goal of continually reminding the public that healthy 
oceans are essential for life on earth, their campaign goals are focused on building public awareness around three key ocean issues including 
getting people to eat sustainable seafood, reducing plastic pollution, and expanding ocean protected areas to at least 10 percent of the ocean.

Past Benchley Award Recipients in This Category  

The Naples Daily News (2004) for its Gulf of Mexico coverage; Mark Shelley of Sea Studios Foundation (2009); Louie Psihoyos, director of The Cove (2010); Juliet Eilperin 
(2011) Washington Post reporter and shark author; Brian Skerry (2012) National Goegraphic photojournalist; Nancy Baron and COMPASS (2013) for ocean science 
communications; Gabriella Cowperthwaite (2014) for her directing of the powerful investigative documentary “Blackfish”; The Economist (2015) for its dedication to news 
coverage regarding the important, growing and varied challenges facing the world ocean. Ian Urbina (2016), award winning investigative journalist for The New York Times, 
who wrote, “The Outlaw Ocean” series.

Excellence in Media
Awarded to an individual or media outlet that shows exceptional ability in communicating ocean issues of concern to the 

public in ways that inform and/or inspire people to act as engaged citizens.
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Carter and Olivia Ries

Olivia and Carter Ries are a dynamic brother and sister duo—and by the way, already comfortable with giving TED Talks and speaking at 
the UN—who were motivated at the ages of 7 and 8 to start a new non-profit dedicated to protecting endangered animals for the next 
generation of children to experience. In 2009, with the help of their father, they founded One More Generation (OMG), which is both a 
declaration of alarm and despair about wildlife in trouble and a battle cry for action.

Growing up in landlocked Atlanta, Georgia, Olivia and Carter had limited exposure to the ocean until the BP Gulf Oil spill happened in 2010. 
The sight of sea turtles covered in oil and suffering due to the disaster drove them to tears and into action—collecting and delivering needed 
supplies to animal cleaning centers in the Gulf. They helped with these animal rescue efforts, but also learned first-hand that cleaning-up 
the animals was only a first step. They needed to also find a way to clean up the environment—particularly plastic pollution—so the rescued 
animals (and all wildlife) would have a safe home to live in.

They returned from the Gulf and created an award winning plastic pollution curriculum that has been adopted nationwide and is currently 
being tested for distribution in the UK, Australia, and South Africa. The weeklong curriculum educates students about the dangers of plastic 
pollution to animals and our environment and empowers them with the tools to become the ‘teachers’ in their own homes. They are now 
working with the Ocean First Institution and the Ellen MacArthur Foundation to convert the curriculum into an online format that will make 
the program available to over four million students nationwide.

In October 2016, Olivia and Carter launched their global “One Less Straw” Pledge Campaign, which educates people around the world 
about the dangers posed by our society’s addiction to single use plastic—including over 500 million plastic straws every single day in the 
U.S. Their campaign is initially targeting students, restaurants, and the hospitality industry. The online pledge asks everyone to commit to 
not using a plastic straw for 30 days. They have received strong support globally from schools and restaurants, and also from corporations 
such as Delta Airlines and Sodexo, the world’s largest food service provider. They recently met with a large Southeast school system that 
serves over 50,000 sports meals per day—including a carton of milk with an attached plastic straw. They challenged the need for any 
straw, and now school officials are looking at removing the straws from their sports packs, which will keep over 6-million plastic straws from 
harming wildlife and the environment annually.

Now 14 and 16-years-old, Olivia and Carter want everyone to see that each of us can make simple changes in our daily lives that can have 
a lasting impact for generations to come. OMG! This is just the beginning of great things to come.

Past Benchley Award Recipients in This Category  

Don Walsh (2010) oceanographer, deep ocean pioneer and explorer; Ocean in Google Earth (2012) for making Earth’s undersea world accessible to anyone with an Internet 
connection; Royal Prince Khaled bin Sultan of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and the Living Oceans Foundation (2014) for marine “Science without Borders”; Nainoa 
Thompson (2015) a Hawaiian long distance “way-finding” navigator who has traveled more than 16,000 miles across the trans-Pacific, inspiring a revival of Polynesian 
maritime culture and traditional navigation and ocean preservation principles. Daniela Fernandez (2016), the Founder and Chair of the Sustainable Oceans Alliance (SOA), a 
student led organization that empowers Millennials to become leaders in preserving the health and sustainability of the oceans. 

Christopher Benchley Youth Award
Awarded to a young person who early in life has already made a significant contribution to marine conservation and  

public education about our seas. 
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Robin Alden / Maine Center for Coastal Fisheries

Robin Alden has dedicated her life to working with and for fishermen. She has been inspired by her strong belief that fishermen’s deep 
knowledge of local ocean ecology and their participation and constructive voice is essential for achieving sustainable fisheries and 
livelihoods in Maine—and in all coastal communities. 

Robin is Co-Founder and Executive Director of the Maine Center for Coastal Fisheries (MCCF) based in Stonington, Maine. MCCF is 
committed to fishermen and collaboration— tapping and connecting the knowledge of fishermen, the findings of scientists, and the issues 
facing policy makers to create more adaptive, thriving fisheries in the face of changing climate and economic conditions. MCCF’s focus is 
on the most fishery dependent area of New England—the 150 miles of Maine coast from the Penobscot Estuary, east to Canada’s Maritime 
Provinces— and it works at state, regional and national levels to achieve its goals. 

Alden’s path towards fisheries was greatly influenced by her father—who passed away early when she was in high school. A school teacher 
and a naturalist, he took summer jobs in Maine, where he and his family could be close to the water. Robin spent her childhood summers 
working at his side, hauling moorings and setting dinghy lines, as well as learning the names of grasses and flowers and birds. With him, 
she gained huge respect for observing the balance of relationships intrinsic to the natural world. A turning point in her life came when she 
took a year off from Yale—where she was part of the first class of women—and moved to Maine. She landed in Stonington, and somewhat 
by chance, started writing about fishing for the local paper. She was 21 and wanting to make a difference in the world. Fishing seemed like 
a perfect focus: good jobs for working people and an industry that depended entirely on a clean environment and good stewardship. Most 
importantly, she saw that the business of fishing could not be left to government officials alone to shape. The future of fishing needed to be 
a shared responsibility that fishermen were a central part of. 

The rest is history. She started a fishermen’s newspaper, Commercial Fisheries News, a regional fishing trade publication to bridge the gap 
between fishermen’s knowledge and science and regulators and co-founded Maine Fishermen’s Forum to do the same thing at a policy 
level, convening a three-day annual conference. She was also appointed Commissioner of Marine Resources (a cabinet position in Maine), 
from 1995-1997 and then co-founded Maine Center for Coastal Fisheries whose mission remains the same. Mid-career, she married a 
lifelong fisherman, who is also a biochemist and historical ecologist. Today, she credits the urgent threat of climate change as an ironic 
motivator for spurring local, state and federal regulators to adopt new, more collaborative approaches to managing fisheries that include 
local fishermen and their unique knowledge in making tough, informed decisions. Under Robin’s direction MCCF’s innovative approach is 
internationally recognized as a model for sustainable fisheries. In 2016 she was recognized for her life-long career in fisheries by the White 
House Champions of Change for Sustainable Seafood Award. Alden has a B.A. in Economics from the University of Maine. 

 Past Benchley Award Recipients in This Category  

Sea turtle activist Zander Srodes (2009), surfer activist Kyle Thiermann (2010), plastics activist Rudy Sanchez (2011), protest singer and anti-oil activist Ta’Kaiya Blaney 
(2012), “Stow It-Don’t Throw it” founder Sean Russell (2013). Love a Sea Turtle founder Casey Sokolovic (2014), defender of sharks and featured in the Smithsonian’s 
award-winning, “Shark Girl”, Madison ‘Pip’ Stewart (2015). Mayor Serge Dedina (2016), Mayor of Imperial Beach, CA and Executive Director and co-founder of WILDCOAST/
COSTASALVAjE.

Hero of the Seas
Awarded to a marine grassroots activist or activists who have made a major and long-term commitment to improving the 

quality of our seas and the communities that depend on them.
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Joshua S. Reichert and the Pew Charitable Trusts’ Ocean Group

This year, the Peter Benchley Ocean Awards Selection Committee has created a special award to honor Joshua Reichert’s remarkable 
career in environmental protection and conservation, and his sustained commitment and leadership in designing and overseeing a diverse 
array of landmark ocean conservation initiatives in the United States and around the world. 

For the past 25 years, Dr. Reichert has led the environment group of the Pew Charitable Trusts, which has focused on three major areas 
of work: preserving large intact wilderness ecosystems, promoting clean energy, and protecting the global marine environment. Under 
his leadership, the environment work of Pew has grown dramatically, and the organization has become a powerhouse within the global 
environmental community. Dr. Reichert’s willingness to “think big,” incur significant risk, and pursue bold solutions to some of the most 
urgent problems facing life in the sea—is legendary.

Over the past two decades, Pew has amassed a stunning record of achievement, both on land and in the sea. The amount of land and 
ocean protected by Pew’s environment team, under the leadership of Dr. Reichert, surpasses that of any other conservation organization in 
the world.

Since the early 1990s, Pew has played a decisive role in securing the protection of 705 million acres of the world’s forests and wildlands 
from all extractive activity—an area seven times the size of the state of California.
In the ocean, the results have been particularly staggering. 

In 2006, Pew established the Global Ocean Legacy project, a collaborative effort between Pew and six other organizations to create 
the first generation of the world’s great marine parks—a total of 15 parks by 2022. To date, nine of these parks have been committed 
or designated, encompassing a total of 1.6 billion acres—an area twelve times the size of Central America in which all extractive activity, 
including commercial and recreational fishing, is prohibited. 

Beyond these monumental achievements, Dr. Reichert and Pew’s ocean team have led a host of landmark ocean initiatives: transitioning 
fisheries management from a focus on individual species to entire ecosystems; strengthening the system of fisheries management in the 
United States and the European Union by mandating an end to overfishing; building a global enforcement system that will significantly 
reduce illegal fishing in the world’s oceans; emphasizing the importance of forage fish (and predators) in the marine food chain and taking 
special measures to protect them; and helping to preserve the pristine waters of Antarctica by coordinating an international effort to protect 
the Ross Sea. 

Dr. Reichert is the chief architect and founder of various environmental entities, including Oceana, the National Environmental Trust, 
SeaWeb, Earth Force, the Ocean Law Project, the Pew Center on Global Climate Change, Clear the Air, the Campaign for America’s 
Wilderness, the Pew Institute for Ocean Science, the Ocean Wildlife Campaign and the Pew Oceans Commission.

Honored for Sustained Ocean Achievement
A special recognition award, selectively granted by the Peter Benchley Ocean Awards Selection Committee, to an individual 

who has made a long-standing commitment towards achieving lasting ocean conservation success. 
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10th Annual Peter Benchley Ocean Awards 
Selection Committee

Wendy Benchley
Award Co-founder,

Board member of WildAid and Blue Frontier

Dr. Sylvia Earle
Oceanographer, National Geographic Explorer-in-Residence, 
Founder and Board Chair, Mission Blue Sylvia Earle Alliance

David Helvarg
Award Co-Founder, Author, Journalist and 

Blue Frontier Executive Director 

Dr. Geraldine Knatz
Professor, USC, 

Former Executive Director Port of Los Angeles

Dr. Nancy Knowlton
Marine Ecologist, Senior Scientist and 

Sant Chair of Marine Science, Smithsonian Institution

Dr. Jane Lubchenco
Former NOAA Administrator (2009-2013), 

Professor of Marine Biology and 
Distinguished Professor of Zoology at Oregon State University

Dr. Enric Sala
Marine Ecologist and 

National Geographic Society Explorer-in-Residence

Dr. Greg Stone
Chief Ocean Scientist, Conservation International

Jim Toomey
Sherman’s Lagoon Cartoonist and 

Past Board President, Blue Frontier.
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Roger and Vicki Sant
The Sant Foundation

Congratulations to the 2017 
Peter Benchley Ocean Award Winners
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Thank you to Our 10thAnnual Peter Benchley Ocean Awards Sponsors
 Blue Planet Benefactors

Roger and Vicki Sant, The Sant Foundation
Wendy Benchley and John Jeppson

Ocean Awards Patrons

Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation
Mary G. Jameson Foundation

Prince Albert II of Monaco Foundation and 
Prince Albert II of Monaco Foundation-USA

The Walton Family Foundation
Ann Luskey

Reef Awards Sponsors

Oceana
Jane and Calvin Cafritz

The Monterey Bay Aquarium
Chris Turner and Tracy Benchley Turner

The Henry Foundation
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 Mangrove Awards Sponsors

Northern Trust
Code Blue Foundation 

Dane Nichols
Jim and Mary Speyer

League of Conservation Voters
Ambassador Elizabeth Bagley

Mission Blue
Diana Prince

Catherine Wyler and Richard Rymland
The Ocean Foundation

John and Jo Ann Delafield
Kate Medina

Mary O’Malley and Lupo Dion
Wren and Timothy Wirth



10th Annual Peter Benchley Ocean Awards • May 11, 2017 • Washington, DC 22  

The Walton Family Foundation 
Congratulates 

This Year’s Recipients of the 
Peter Benchley Ocean Awards

Walton Family Foundation
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The Prince Albert II of Monaco Foundation
& The Prince Albert II of Monaco Foundation-USA

Congratulations
2017 Peter Benchley Ocean Awards Winners

Thank you for partnering to protect and 
preserve our precious ocean.

The Prince Albert II of Monaco Foundation supports sustainable and ethical projects around the world, 
especially in the Mediterranean Basin, the Polar Regions and Least Developed Countries. Foundation grants 

focus on three major areas: biodiversity, climate change and water resource management.
 

Established by His Serene Highness Prince Albert II of Monaco in 2006, the Foundation has extended its 
international presence with chapters in France, Germany, Italy, Spain, Switzerland, Singapore, the United 

Kingdom, the United States of America and Canada.
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Congratulations to the 2017 
Peter Benchley Ocean Awards Winners

Congratulations
2017 Peter Benchley Ocean Awards Winners

Monterey Bay Aquarium

Oceana
Protecting the World’s Oceans

Thank you for your many contributions to a healthy global ocean. Like you, 
the Aquarium is committed to tackling the most critical challenges affecting 
the future of the ocean. We bring decades of expertise and relationships in 

ocean science, policy and market-based solutions to the task.

Photo © OCEANA/Carlos Suarez
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Taking Care of Resources
is What We Do Best. 
Congratulations to the 2017 
Peter Benchley Ocean Awards Winners

For 125 years, Northern Trust has utilized its strength 
and stability to help others achieve what they never 
thought possible. Our Foundation & Institutional 
Advisors is a dedicated national practice working 
with a wide variety of nonprofits.

Northern Trust

CONGRATULATIONS 
2017 BeNChLeY AWARd WINNeRS

MARY G. JAMeSON FOUNdATION

We are all divinely interconnected on this great planet
we call home. Let’s provide for it by making choices that
support conserving the beauty and wholeness of nature.

Congratulations to Wendy on ten years of 
Benchley Awards!

Chris Turner and Tracy Benchley Turner
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Taking Care of Resources
is What We Do Best. 
Congratulations to the 2017 
Peter Benchley Ocean Awards Winners

For 125 years, Northern Trust has utilized its strength 
and stability to help others achieve what they never 
thought possible. Our Foundation & Institutional 
Advisors is a dedicated national practice working 
with a wide variety of nonprofits.

Northern Trust

The Board of Directors of Blue Frontier salute this year’s 
Peter Benchley Ocean Award Winners and all 77 outstanding 

winners, past and present, who give us hope for a better blue world.  
Congratulations to Wendy Benchley and Blue Frontier Executive 

Director David Helvarg for having launched the world’s 
top honors for ocean heroes.

Blue Frontier
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