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9th Annual Peter BenchleyTM Ocean Awards



Peter Benchley Ocean Awards
 

The Peter Benchley Ocean Awards are the world’s preeminent ocean honors and are unique in 
acknowledging outstanding achievement across many sectors leading to the protection of our ocean, coasts 

and the communities that depend on them. The Awards honor the legacy of Peter Benchley, author of Jaws and 
outspoken voice for ocean conservation through his books, articles and documentaries on the wonders of the 

ocean and the threats it faces.

2016 Awards Honorary Host Committee 
Julie Packard, Honorary Host Committee Chair, Executive Director Monterey Bay Aquarium

Secretary Leon Panetta and Sylvia Panetta
United States Senator Barbara Boxer
United States Senator Brian Schatz

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi, House Democratic Leader
Representative Sam Farr

Representative Lois Capps
Representative Jared Huffman 

Dr. Sandra Whitehouse
Dr. Nigella Hillgarth

2016 Awards Host Committee
Wendy Benchley and John Jeppson 

Tod Bensen
Patty and Rick Elkus 

Michele and Howard Hall
David Helvarg 

Mary G. Jameson
Shari Sant Plummer

Susan and Chip Scarlett
Isis and David Schwartz 

Jeanne and Walter Sedgwick
Mike Sutton

Peter Benchley Ocean Awards Statue and Logo
Having read of Peter Benchley’s experience with a manta that inspired his book, ‘The Girl of the Sea of Cortez,’ 
the marine artist Wyland created a stunning sculpture of three flying mantas to honor all heroes of the sea and 

“the interconnectedness of everything on earth.” We are grateful to Wyland for designing our unique 
manta award statue and logo.

Cover Photo 
Courtesy of Kip Evans: Sunlight shining through a kelp forest in Monterey Bay, CA.
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2016 Recipients
Excellence in National Stewardship

Tommy Remengesau Jr., President of the Republic of Palau

Excellence in Science

Dr. Barbara Block

Excellence in Policy

Dr. David Wilmot & Ocean Champions

Excellence in Media

Ian Urbina

Excellence in Solutions

Dr. Chris Costello  

Excellence in Exploration

Tara Expeditions Foundation

Christopher Benchley Youth Award

Daniela Fernandez

Hero of the Seas

Mayor Serge Dedina
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Annual Peter Benchley Ocean Awards Founders Letter
Welcome to the 9th Annual Peter Benchley Ocean Awards. As we gather tonight at the beautiful Monterey Bay 
Aquarium to recognize the conservation achievements of our eight extraordinary Benchley Award winners, 
it is worth reflecting on the historic progress the ocean community has made this year to safeguard our blue 
planet. 

For starters, we fully protected more ocean area in a single year than ever before—over 772,000 square miles 
of ocean with huge marine reserves established in Chile, New Zealand, and Palau.
 
In September 2015 The United Nations General Assembly included oceans as part of its Sustainable 
Development Goals to transform the world over the next 15 years with a specific target of conserving 10% of 
the ocean by 2020. 

In December 2015 the ocean was given its due in the global climate discussion when 195 nations came 
together at COP 21 and signed the Paris Agreement, which recognizes that greenhouse gas emissions are 
increasingly jeopardizing the ocean’s critical support functions, driving dangerous sea level rise, acidifying 
marine ecosystems, and altering nutrient cycles, with potentially grave consequences for the world’s 
communities, both human and wild. 

In March 2016, after decades of pushback, the world began negotiating the first draft text for a legally binding 
treaty to establish limits and jurisdictions over the largely lawless frontier that is the high seas and that covers 
about half our planet. 

Helping make this possible are new technologies, which were and are being deployed and prototyped to 
significantly reduce illegal fishing and transform how we enforce large-scale marine reserves. 

Here at home we have seen important progress with the U.S. and Cuba agreeing for the first time to 
cooperate on conservation and management of marine protected areas, and the Obama Administration 
reversing course on its plans to open the southeast Atlantic coast to new offshore oil and gas drilling in 
response to an upwelling of opposition from coastal communities.

Tonight’s winners are at the forefront of these tidal changes. Our National Stewardship winner President 
Tommy Remengesau Jr. has set a new global standard for one of the known solutions, the creation of national 
park like marine protected areas. The Republic of Palau has set aside 80 percent of its exclusive economic 
zone as a biological reserve for the future of our global ocean that is also a world-class example of what 
healthy living seas can still be. Our Solutions winner, Dr. Chris Costello, is leading efforts to align sustainable 
fishing with protected reserves such as these to assure lasting solutions based on the triple bottom line of the 
environment, economy and equity. 
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To assure these solutions are implemented will require a global commitment to transparency and law 
enforcement. That is something our Media winner, NY Times reporter Ian Urbina, has documented in his 
multi-part series ‘Outlaw Ocean’ covering pirate fishing and shipping, labor abuse, slavery and outright 
murder at sea that are still all too common on the high seas—our last great global commons. 

Practical solutions to these and other challenges will require both cutting edge marine conservation science 
as well as the political will to implement sound policies based on this science. Our Exploration and Science 
winners Tara Expeditions and Dr. Barbara Block have provided amazing scientific findings with powerful 
implications on everything from the global plankton that make up the base of our planetary food web to the 
tuna, billfish, sharks and other migratory predators that roam the “Blue Serengeti.” Identifying, supporting and 
getting the politicians elected, who understand and will act on these findings, along with getting the needed 
legislation passed, is the work of our Policy Winner Dr. David Wilmot and his group Ocean Champions—
that carry out this vital work in a non-partisan and highly effective manner. A perfect example of the kind 
of Ocean Champion they are talking about is our ‘Hero of the Seas’ Mayor Serge Dedina of Imperial Beach 
California, who was raised surfing that beach and border community. He has long led a powerful bi-national 
activist group WILDCOAST/COSTASALVAJE to protect the waters of California, Mexico and Latin America.   
Understanding how the ocean transcends borders both physical and generational is also something our 
Christopher Benchley Youth winner gets. At 21, Daniela Fernandez has already founded Georgetown 
University’s ‘Sustainable Oceans Alliance’ and has had the opportunity to address the U.N.’s Sustainable 
Development meeting on behalf of the millennial generation of ocean activists, proving that youth are not just 
the leaders of the future but helping make significant change today.
 
We are honored to be celebrating tonight’s event inside the Monterey Bay Aquarium, one of the top aquariums 
in the world. Under the leadership of Julie Packard, it has been instrumental in protecting California’s first-
in-the-nation statewide network of marine protected areas, inspiring California leaders with strong scientific 
research to prioritize ocean health and prepare coastal communities for sea level rise and other impacts of 
climate change, as well as creating an unparalleled public education program on sustainable seafood choices. 

Congratulations to our 2016 Benchley Award winners, our previous awardees, and to all who support 
protecting our magnificent blue planet.
 
Enjoy the evening!

Wendy Benchley &  David Helvarg
Peter Benchley Ocean Awards Co-Founders
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President Tommy Remengesau Jr.
President Remengesau Jr., the eighth President of the Republic of Palau, is the first Palauan to be elected as President three times. Over 
the past 2 decades in office, he has consistently demonstrated visionary leadership in protecting his nation’s unique marine environment, 
which is often referred to as one of the seven underwater wonders of the world.

On Oct. 28, 2015, President Tommy E. Remengesau Jr. took bold action and signed into law the Palau National Marine Sanctuary Act, 
covering 193,000 square miles—an area bigger than California. The sanctuary will ‘fully protect’ 80 percent of Palau’s maritime territory, a 
higher percentage than in any other country. Full protection means that no extractive activities, such as fishing or mining, can take place. 
Fully protected marine areas provide a broad range of benefits by safeguarding biodiversity, protecting top predators, and maintaining 
ecosystem balance. And, the sanctuary also will help protect Palau’s waters from illegal fishing. A separate zone reserved for local fishermen 
and small-scale commercial fisheries with limited exports will cover the remainder of Palau’s waters. 

Marine surveillance experts from around the world are now collaborating with Palauan authorities on a world-class enforcement strategy to 
monitor this marine zone. The sanctuary will make it easier to identify and stop illegal fishing, because restrictions on commercial activity 
simplify detection. Highly protected marine areas are up to six times more resilient to the effects of climate change than unprotected areas.
During President Remengesau’s time in public office, Palau has been recognized for its financial stability, good governance and innovative 
ocean conservation initiatives. 

In 2006 President Remengesau entered Palau into the Micronesia Challenge, a joint commitment by the Federated States of Micronesia, the 
Republic of the Marshall Islands, Guam, and the Commonwealth of the Northern Marianas Islands to effectively conserve at least 30% of 
their near-shore marine resources and 20% of their terrestrial resources by 2020. In 2004 he was the first global leader to call on the United 
Nations to adopt a moratorium on high seas bottom trawling at the General Assembly, and in 2006 he enacted a ban on bottom trawling in 
Palau’s waters. In 2009 President Remengesau established the world’s first shark sanctuary.  In 2010 he supported the creation of Palau’s 
first marine mammal sanctuary, and in 2012 Rock Islands Southern Lagoon became a UNESCO World Heritage site. 

President Remengesau has also been an outspoken leader on the international stage advocating for the need to address climate change, 
most recently in Paris at COP 21.

Past Benchley Award Recipients in This Category  

President Chinchilla of Costa Rica (2011) for establishment of the Cocos Island National Park; President Anote Tong of Kiribati (2012) for establishing a 
large Pacific reserve and speaking out against the threat of climate change and sea level rise; President Macky Sall of Senegal (2013) for rescinding permits 
to foreign fishing vessels over-exploiting the waters of his nation’s Exclusive Economic Zone and helping to restore a sustainable domestic fishery for his 
people; Maria Damanaki, European Union Marine Affairs and Fisheries Commissioner (2014) for her work reducing overfishing, combating IUU pirate fishing 
and promoting a sustainable ‘Blue Economy;’ H.S.H. Prince Albert II of Monaco (2015) for his pivotal role in supporting global scale marine research and 
collaboration to establish MPAs, address climate change, and protect biodiversity on the high seas.

Excellence in National Stewardship
Awarded to the representative of a nation that has made a unique and exceptional contribution to the protection, 

restoration and appreciation of our global ocean.



9th Annual Peter Benchley Ocean Awards • May 20-21, 2016 • Monterey, CA   7  

Dr. David Wilmot and Ocean Champions
Dr. David Wilmot has over 30 years of experience in ocean science and policy and is co-founder 
of Ocean Champions, a highly respected organization dedicated to making the health of our 
public seas a nonpartisan priority.  

Ocean Champions is the first national organization of its kind focused exclusively on the ocean and ocean wildlife policy. They are 
developing a broad, bi-partisan base of supporters from which to cultivate political champions who will actively push ocean conservation 
ideas and legislation forward in the U.S. Congress and in key states. Their mission is to create a political environment where protecting and 
restoring the ocean is a priority of our federal and state governments. Over the past decade Ocean Champions has helped elect more than 
100 different Congressional members, senior leaders and first time candidates. 

Ocean Champions played a key role as part of a broader coalition in shaping and obtaining the landmark Executive Order that President 
Obama signed (in 2010) establishing our nation’s first National Policy for the Stewardship of the Ocean, Coasts, and Great Lakes.

In addition to supporting—or defeating—members and candidates for elective office, Ocean Champions is highly focused on these 
important issues: ending over fishing, combating harmful algal blooms, stemming the build-up of trash and pollution in our seas, and 
addressing acidification caused by climate change.

Dr. Wilmot has a wealth of experience in ocean science, environmental policy, non-profit governance, fundraising, and political advocacy. 
Prior to co-founding Ocean Champions he was Executive Director of the Ocean Wildlife Campaign, where he worked for eight years to build 
a coalition of six national and international organizations into the leading voice for the conservation of large ocean fishes. He received his 
PhD in marine biology from Scripps Institution of Oceanography, University of California.

Past Benchley Award Recipients in This Category  

Senator Ernest Hollings (2004), a long time ocean champion known as the “Father of NOAA;” Representative Sam Farr (2009) ocean defender and founder of 
the House Oceans Caucus; Dr. Jane Lubchenco (2010) ocean scientist and head of NOAA during the Obama administration’s first term; Admiral Thad Allen 
(2011) former commandant of the U.S. Coast Guard and lead federal official for the Katrina and BP Oil disasters; U.S. Senator Sheldon Whitehouse (2012), a 
powerful ocean and climate champion from Rhode Island; U.S. Senator Ed Markey (2013) from Massachusetts, a strong advocate for ocean protection and 
climate action; Secretary Leon Panetta (2014) former White House Chief of Staff, U.S. Director of Intelligence and Secretary of Defense, who as long-time 
Congressman and lifelong resident of Monterey California, championed ocean protection and marine sanctuaries; Secretary of State, John F. Kerry (2015), for 
his passionate leadership in elevating ocean issues and climate change to a new level of global stature and importance.

Excellence in Policy
Awarded to an individual who contributes to advancing the cause of sustainable ocean use and protection based on the 

best available science and through the establishment of effective and enforceable laws and regulations. 
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Dr. Barbara Block
Barbara Block is the Charles & Elizabeth Prothro Professor in Marine Sciences at Stanford University. She received her PhD from Duke 
University and was first introduced to the world of big fish at Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution. Driven by a lifelong awe of the sea 
and a fascination with its amazing creatures, she’s a renowned marine scientist, a physiologist who studies how marine animals work from 
genes to ocean ecosystems. Block is a pioneer of the unique tagging technology now used globally for open ocean observation. Her lab is 
based at Stanford University’s Hopkins Marine Station, where her research focuses on how large pelagic fish utilize the open ocean environment. 
Her research of tunas, billfish, sharks, and other migratory marine animals using satellite tagging and innovative tracking techniques has greatly 
expanded our knowledge of highly migratory fish behavior, physiology, ecology and how fishes interact with their environment. Block and 
colleagues at the Monterey Bay Aquarium collaborated over twenty years ago to establish the Tuna Research and Conservation Center, a unique 
facility that permits physiological research on tunas, where they have studied the physiology and hydrodynamics of bluefin and yellowfin tunas 
and are now focused on reproduction. They are also employing new techniques in remote wildlife tracking and data collection, and molecular 
genetics to directly examine the short and long-term movement patterns, population, and behavior of tunas and billfishes. 

Block was chief scientist of a large Census of Marine Life program called Tagging of Pacific Predators (TOPP) that electronically tagged over 
5000 marine predators in the North Pacific. Among the teams most remarkable discoveries are three prodigious seasonal ‘hot spots’ off the 
California coast that draw sea life—mostly predators—from across the Pacific by the thousands. Block calls this region the ‘Blue Serengeti’ 
for its resemblance to the great game reserves of Africa where predators still range free. Block’s research has revealed the basic biology of 
how these animals work and that populations of sharks and tunas have distinct migratory corridors and patterns across thousands of miles of 
ocean, year after year. Some like the great white shark dine at the same “predator café,” a spot previously unknown prior to the tagging in the 
North Pacific. Understanding the behavior and biology of these vital top predators enables scientists to build a ‘report card’ on the health of 
the world’s ocean and to improve how we manage marine conservation efforts.

Beyond the important scientific data on wildlife she is revealing, Block is committed to sharing her discoveries with the public to deepen 
their understanding and love for ocean animals. By linking the behavior and travels of sea creatures directly with ordinary people through 
technology apps, she hopes to engage them in the same way that visitors to national parks experience wildlife. She believes that people 
love seeing lions, rhinos and zebras in the Serengeti – and they understand why they need to be protected. She sees the challenge as 
doing the same for the ocean, where it is not easy for people to see the animals. Block believes that allowing the public to share in the 
wonder of discovering the life of the ocean will, in time, help build a social consensus for the creation of a UNESCO World Heritage along 
the California coast and support for other global programs to conserve ocean wildlife.

Block has received numerous prestigious awards including being named a 2012 Rolex Enterprise Laureate.

Past Benchley Award Recipients in This Category  

Marine biologist Ransom Myers (2004); marine ecologists Dr. Nancy Knowlton and Dr. Jeremy Jackson (2009); Census of Marine Life coordinator Jesse 
Ausubel (2010); molecular genetics research scientist Dr. Steve Palumbi (2011); Louisiana Universities Marine Consortium Director and researcher Dr. 
Nancy Rabalais (2012); Marine ecologists Dr. Boris Worm and Dr. Heike Lotze (2013); scientist and Dean of the Bren School of Environmental Science and 
Management Dr. Steve Gaines (2014); professor and project leader of the Sea Around Us Project at the University of British Columbia Dr. Daniel Pauly (2015).

Excellence in Science
Awarded to an individual or individuals who have provided cutting edge marine science either through his or her efforts or as 

leader(s) of a team that has advanced the cause of understanding ocean processes, marine ecology and conservation biology. 

Photo © Gilbert van Ryckevorsel
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Ian Urbina
Ian Urbina is an award winning investigative journalist for The New York Times. Based in the Washington Bureau, Urbina has reported on 
many high-profile issues, producing exposés covering a wide range of worker safety and environment issues. 

In 2015 Urbina penned a gripping and highly acclaimed seven part, ongoing series called, “The Outlaw Ocean,” which revealed the 
shockingly lawless state of the world’s ocean, especially the high seas. To gather his stories Urbina traveled through Africa, Asia, Europe, 
and the Middle East, where he spent much of his time on fishing ships, chronicling a diversity of offshore crimes including the killing of 
stowaways, sea slavery, intentional dumping, illegal fishing, the stealing of ships, gun running, stranding of crews, and murder with impunity.

Investigative journalism at its best calls the powerful to account and exposes wrongdoing that ushers in change. Importantly, the impact of 
Urbina’s groundbreaking journalism on U.S. and global policy has been swift and consequential. 

Immediately following its publication, a bi-partisan group of U.S. Senators asked President Obama to include tracking labor conditions on 
fishing boats in the administration’s plan for traceability in imported seafood.

Secretary of State John Kerry (2015 Benchley Award winner for Policy) repeatedly cited “The Outlaw Ocean” series as a major factor in his 
department’s rethinking of how the US can broaden oversight of seafood as it enters American ports to account not just for environmental 
crimes, but also for labor concerns. The series also spurred class action lawsuits in the US, a criminal prosecution in Africa, and the freeing 
of dozens of sea slaves in the South China Sea.

Congress sent a letter to the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, urging the agency to focus not just on illegal fishing but also 
on preventing slavery in the fishing industry. 

Before joining the New York Times in 2003, Urbina was in a doctoral program in history and anthropology at the University of Chicago, 
where he specialized on Cuba. Urbina’s reporting on such issues as the Gulf oil spill and the dangers posed by natural gas and oil industry 
fracking have drawn awards and praise from many corners, and several of his investigative pieces have been adapted to film.

Past Benchley Award Recipients in This Category  

The Naples Daily News (2004) for its Gulf of Mexico coverage; Mark Shelley of Sea Studios Foundation (2009); Louie Psihoyos, director of The Cove (2010); 
Juliet Eilperin (2011) Washington Post reporter and shark author; Brian Skerry (2012) National Goegraphic photojournalist; Nancy Baron and COMPASS 
(2013) for ocean science communications; Gabriella Cowperthwaite (2014) for her directing of the powerful investigative documentary ‘Blackfish;’ The 
Economist (2015) for its dedication to news coverage regarding the important, growing and varied challenges facing the world ocean.

Excellence in Media
Awarded to an individual or media outlet that shows exceptional ability in communicating ocean issues of concern to the 

public in ways that inform and/or inspire people to act as engaged citizens.
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Dr. Christopher Costello
Dr. Costello is a professor of Environmental and Resource Economics at the University of California Santa Barbara’s Bren School. Upon 
receiving his Ph.D. from UC Berkeley in 2000, Costello went on to focus on the economics of environmental regulation and natural resource 
management under conditions of uncertainty.

He is a ground breaking environmental economist and co-founder of the ‘Sustainable Fisheries Group’, whose practical purpose is to 
combine economics and ecology to inform sustainable and prosperous solutions in the oceans.

Dr. Costello believes that a persistent barrier to the sustainability of marine resources stems from the common assumption that there is an 
inherent tradeoff between conservation and socioeconomic goals. The Sustainable Fisheries Group—proving that this is not the case—is 
working to better align marine conservation and economic incentives that enhance the health of both the fish and the fishermen. 

Dr. Costello uses knowledge and insights from unrelated fields bringing together many disciplines, including statistics, ecology, 
biogeography, and mathematics in an innovative way to develop new ways to align protected marine reserves and sustainable local fishing 
efforts.

Working with academic and advocacy partners, Dr. Costello has developed ways to align marine reserves and sustainable local fishing 
in tropical coastal nations including Indonesia, the Philippines, and Ecuador, and has produced interdisciplinary research informing other 
scalable and sustainable solutions for the world’s fisheries.

Dr. Costello serves on several boards including Monterey Bay Aquarium’s Seafood Watch Science Advisory Board and Environmental 
Defense Fund’s Board of Trustees, and has published over 80 peer-reviewed papers in journals such as Science, Nature, and the 
Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences.

 

Past Benchley Award Recipients in This Category  

Dr. Greg Stone (2011) for his groundbreaking economic and conservation leadership that helped establish the Phoenix Islands Protected Area in Kiribati 
that in turn led to establishing the Pacific Oceanscape the largest conservation project in history; Dr. Geraldine Knatz (2012) for leading the clean-up of the 
largest port complex in the Western Hemisphere, the Ports of LA and Long Beach and then taking the ‘Greening Ports’ movement global as President of the 
International Association of Ports and Harbors.

Excellence in Solutions
Awarded to an individual who helps find or create a practical solution to one of the many environmental challenges 

confronting our ocean and coastlines.
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Tara Expeditions Foundation
Tara Expeditions is a French, ship-based non-profit established in 2003 by Agnès Troublé, founder and stylist of the agnès b. fashion brand 
and Étienne Bourgois, to celebrate their passion for the sea and their vision to see humanity live sustainably with our oceans. 

For more than 12 years Tara, the legendarily tough, 36-meter aluminum hulled schooner, has been constantly on the move, traveling 
400,000 nautical miles across the world’s oceans—from Arctic and Antarctic ice to tropical and temperate seas across the globe using 
sophisticated marine science, education, conservation, and exploration. Tara has completed ten expeditions studying the impact of climate 
change and various ecological challenges from plastic pollution to coral reef destruction. 

Tara Oceans Expedition (2009 – 2013) was an ocean odyssey that lasted 938 days sailing all the world’s oceans. It included an 
interdisciplinary team of 250 international scientists, artists, and journalists from 40 countries who spent four years uncovering new insights 
on the importance of plankton ecosystems and their genetic makeup, as 80 percent of all single cell organisms on earth are plankton and 
they play an essential role in Earth’s climate and biogeochemical cycles. 

The results from Tara Oceans Expedition scientific discoveries were published in a special issue of Science in May 2015, that included 
35,000 research samples examining plankton interactions, genomes, and how plankton are impacted by temperature fluctuations. This 
open source, big dataset has provided the scientific community with unprecedented resources, including a catalogue of several million new 
genes that may help transform how we study the oceans and assess climate change in the near future. Two new complementary papers 
have also recently been published in Nature.

Tara Méditerranée (2014) was a scientific expedition focused on the environmental challenges posed by plastic pollution affecting the 
Mediterranean Sea’s unique ecosystem, which supports 450 million people who live along its coasts in 22 bordering countries. Tara 
Foundation sees the Mediterranean basin as an ideal place to improve knowledge gathering, change behavior, and shift cultural attitudes 
towards a plastic-free ocean by 2050.

Tara Expeditions works daily to increase environmental awareness among the general public and especially young people. Through its 
special consultative status at the United Nations, Tara Expeditions is also developing a long-term advocacy plan to mobilize civil society and 
encourage global leaders and politicians to enact legislation that will address solutions to protect our oceans and our planet.

Past Benchley Award Recipients in This Category  

Don Walsh (2010) oceanographer, deep ocean pioneer and explorer; Ocean in Google Earth (2012) for making Earth’s undersea world accessible to 
anyone with an Internet connection; Royal Prince Khaled bin Sultan of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and the Living Oceans Foundation (2014) for marine 
“Science without Borders;” Nainoa Thompson (2015) a Hawaiian long distance ‘way-finding’ navigator who has traveled more than 16,000 miles across 
the trans-Pacific, inspiring a revival of Polynesian maritime culture and traditional navigation and ocean preservation principles.

Excellence in Exploration
Awarded to an individual or group that contributes to our understanding of the seas through bold exploration and 

courageous efforts to uncover new and different aspects of our ocean planet. 
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Daniela Fernandez
21-year-old Daniela Fernandez, born in Ecuador and raised in Chicago, became passionate about climate change after watching Al Gore’s 
An Inconvenient Truth when she was in elementary school. She currently is a government and economics major in her Junior Year at 
Georgetown University and the Founder and Chair of the ‘Sustainable Oceans Alliance’ (SOA), a student led organization that empowers 
Millennials to become leaders in preserving the health and sustainability of the ocean.  

During a chance trip to the United Nations in 2013 Fernandez learned about the delicate state of the ocean as well as the looming threat of 
the world’s fisheries collapsing by 2050. She understood that the health of the world’s oceans—their temperature, chemistry, currents, and 
wildlife—are essential to maintaining a habitable planet for every one around the world. She was deeply worried about the repercussions 
and felt that her generation was key to making ocean sustainability a mainstream environmental concern.

She returned to campus with the idea of starting an organization to educate and empower the Georgetown community and other university 
students to become advocates for the ocean regardless of the career they pursue. This led her to organize the first annual ‘Sustainable 
Oceans Summit’ in 2015, which convened Millennials, NGOs, business executives and policy leaders to discuss the challenges and 
potential solutions surrounding ocean sustainability. Now in its second year, the Summit has been broadcast globally engaging thirty 
universities, multiple U.S. embassies and has included over 2,000 participants.
 
Along with Fernandez’ work on the Alliance and her course work, she has also been a contributor to The Economist Insights blog and 
was a special guest at The Economist World Ocean Summit in Portugal. She was invited to the United Nations to present a petition on 
behalf of the millennial generation in anticipation of the Sustainable Development Goal vote supporting oceans—SDG 14: to conserve and 
sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources. She has been named one of Glamour Magazine’s College Women of the Year, 
Student Leader of the Year by the Georgetown McDonough School of Business Global Social Enterprise Initiative, and has been recognized 
as a Green 2.0 environmental leader.

After graduating, Fernandez plans to become a social entrepreneur, starting her own impact investment firm focused on projects that 
promote environmental sustainability and social good.

 

Past Benchley Award Recipients in This Category  

Sea turtle activist Zander Srodes (2009), surfer activist Kyle Thiermann (2010), plastics activist Rudy Sanchez (2011), protest singer and anti-oil activist 
Ta’Kaiya Blaney (2012), “Stow It-Don’t Throw it” founder Sean Russell (2013). Love a Sea Turtle founder Casey Sokolovic (2014), defender of sharks and 
featured in the Smithsonian’s award-winning, “Shark Girl”, Madison ‘Pip’ Stewart (2015).

Christopher Benchley Youth Award
Awarded to a young person who early in life has already made a significant contribution to marine conservation and  

public education about our seas. 
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Mayor, Serge Dedina
Bilingual, bicoastal, and bilateral—Serge Dedina has spent his entire life focused on protecting both sides of the southern California and 
Baja California marine coasts. 

An avid surfer and swimmer who grew up in Imperial Beach, California, he has fond childhood memories helping to preserve the Tijuana 
Estuary as a National Wildlife Refuge. As a teenager, he learned to surf in Imperial Beach, which led to thrilling surfing trips in Baja. These 
marine adventures eventually morphed into a doctoral dissertation on gray whale conservation in Mexico. 

Today he is Mayor of Imperial Beach California and Executive Director and co-founder of WiLDCOAST/COSTASALVAjE, an international 
ocean conservation organization dedicated to protecting some of the most beautiful and biologically significant coastal and marine 
ecosystems areas in southern California and Latin America. 

Over the past 15 years under Serge’s leadership, WiLDCOAST has become a leading marine conservation authority on southern California 
and Baja coastal ecosystems—preserving more than three million acres of the peninsula’s most beautiful and wild beaches, islands, and 
lagoons along the shared coastline. WiLDCOAST is working with the California Department of Fish and Wildlife, partner agencies, and 
volunteers to conserve San Diego County’s eleven marine protected areas through outreach, education and monitoring. WiLDCOAST is 
the lead agency of the San Diego County MPA Community Collaborative, a partnership of over 40 agencies, institutions and organizations, 
responsible for critical components of MPA implementation such as enforcement, monitoring and public engagement. 

In Baja California, WiLDCOAST has helped to protect 44,776 acres and 35.26 miles of coastline in the Valle de los Cirios, one of the largest 
private coastal protected areas in North America. WiLDCOAST is also working to conserve the threatened coral reef of Huatulco National 
Park. Working in coastal Oaxaca requires a commitment to working in partnership with indigenous communities, which are essential 
for conservation success. Before Co-founding WiLDCOAST, Serge was the former founding director of The Nature Conservancy’s Baja 
California-Sea of Cortez Program. He received a Ph.D. in Geography from the University of Texas at Austin, a M.S. in Geography from the 
University of Wisconsin-Madison, and a B.A. in Political Science from the University of California, San Diego.
 
Serge is the author of Saving the Gray Whale, a book based on the three years he lived in the gray whale lagoons of Baja California, 
Wild Sea: Eco-Wars and Surf Stories from the Coast of the Californias, and Surfing the Border. 

Past Benchley Award Recipients in This Category  

Dery Bennett (2004), long-time leader of the American Littoral Society; Richard Charter (2009), anti-oil activist and organizer; Cynthia Sarthou (2010), 
leader of the Gulf Restoration Network; Kathy Fletcher (2011), founder and leader of People for Puget Sound; Peter Douglas (2012), creator and longest 
serving executive director of the California Coastal Commission; Karen Garrison and Kaitilin Gaffney (2013) for their work establishing a network of California  
marine reserves; Captain Charles Moore (2014), sailor, author, founder of the Algalita Marine Research Institute; Dana Beach and Todd Miller (2015) for their 
advocacy, education, and leadership in protecting the coastal waters and wildlife of South and North Carolina.

Hero of the Seas
Awarded to a marine grassroots activist or activists who have made a major and long-term commitment to improving the 

quality of our seas and the communities that depend on them.
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9th Annual Peter Benchley Ocean Awards 
Selection Committee

Wendy Benchley
Award Co-founder, Board member of WildAid and Blue Frontier

Dr. Sylvia Earle
Oceanographer, National Geographic Explorer-in-Residence, 
Founder and Board Chair, Mission Blue Sylvia Earle Alliance

David Helvarg
Award Co-Founder, Author, Journalist and Blue Frontier Executive Director 

Dr. Nancy Knowlton
Marine Ecologist, Senior Scientist and Sant Chair of Marine Science, Smithsonian Institution

Dr. Jane Lubchenco
Former NOAA Administrator (2009-2013), Professor of Marine Biology and 

Distinguished Professor of Zoology at Oregon State University

Dr. Enric Sala
Marine Ecologist and National Geographic Society Explorer-in-Residence

Dr. Greg Stone
Chief Ocean Scientist, Conservation International

Jim Toomey
Sherman’s Lagoon Cartoonist and Past Board President, Blue Frontier.

Master of Ceremonies
Dr. Sylvia Earle

Sylvia Earle, who is also known as “Her Deepness,” has been at the 
frontier of deep ocean exploration for four decades. She has led 
more than 50 undersea expeditions and she is a tireless advocate 
for our oceans and the creatures who live in them. She is a National 
Geographic Explorer-in-Residence, biologist, author, and former Chief 
Scientist at NOAA. Her 2009 TED Prize wish for more marine protected 
area “Hope Spots” inspired creation of the Mission Blue Sylvia Earle 
Alliance. A recent film on her life is also titled, ‘Mission Blue.’
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“Without the oceans there 
would be no life on Earth.”

Peter Benchley

Photo © David Doubliet
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Thank you to Our 9thAnnual Peter Benchley Ocean Awards Sponsors

OF  STANFORD  UNIVERSITY

�e Only Political Voice for the Oceans
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Roger and Vicki Sant
Shari Sant Plummer

EDF
Prince Albert II of Monaco Foundation USA

The Waitt Foundation
Julie Packard

Samantha Campbell

Patty and Rick Elkus
Chip and Susan Scarlett

Tod Bensen

Meg Caldwell • Jeanne and Walter Sedgwick
Northern Trust • MARE • David and Isis Schwartz

Wendy Benchley
Ocean Champions

Essex County Community Foundation
Mary G. Jameson

The Walton Family Foundation
The Moore Foundation 

Blue Planet Benefactors and Ocean Awards Patrons 

With Special Thanks to our Partners
The Monterey Bay Aquarium
The Hopkins Marine Station

The San Francisco International Film Festival
Jon-Mark Chappellet and Clos Du Val Winery

Mangrove Weekend Sponsors

Mangrove Gala Sponsors

Reef Awards Sponsors
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#VoteTheOcean

Great ocean policies start with great ocean
champions in Congress.

to the 2016 Peter Benchley Ocean Award Winners.

Thank you for your many contributions to a healthy global ocean.
Like you, the Aquarium is committed to tackling the most critical 
challenges affecting the future of the ocean. We bring decades of 

expertise and relationships in ocean science, policy and 
market-based solutions to the task.

CONGRATULATIONS

montereybayaquarium.org/conservation 

BenchleyAwardsProgram-4.16.Final   1 4/18/16   3:35 PM
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Congratulations  
Dr. Chris Costello!

Learn more at edf.org/oceans

Environmental Defense Fund is proud to congratulate  
Dr. Chris Costello as the Excellence in Solutions Honoree 
for the 2016 Peter Benchley Oceans Awards.
 
New groundbreaking research led by Dr. Costello, along 
with scientists from EDF and other institutions, shows that 
if effective fisheries reforms were put in place today, the 
ocean could become a sustainable and highly productive 
source of wild seafood, resulting in more fish in the water, 
more food on people’s plates and more prosperous 
fishing communities.
 
Specifically, this research shows that the majority of the 
world’s wild fisheries could be at healthy levels in just 10 
years; that global fish populations could double by 2050, 
with better fishing approaches compared to business as 
usual; and that the increased harvest would be enough 
to provide a significant source of protein for an additional 
half a billion people.
 
As Dr. Costello has said, ‘you really can have your fish 
and eat them too!’
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We believe that conservation solutions that make economic sense are the 
ones that stand the test of time. We work to achieve lasting change by 

creating new and unexpected partnerships among conservation, business 
and community interests to build durable solutions to important problems. 

waltonfamilyfoundation.org   |  @waltonfamilyfdn   

Creating Healthy Ocean Ecosystems  
and Strong Local Economies

from your friends at the

President Remengesau,


Mayor Dedina,


Ian,


Chris,


& Fellow Awardees


CONGRATULATIONS!  

@TommyRemengesau	

@WILDCOAST	

@ian_urbina		
@sfgucsb	

@Wai<Fdn	
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We believe that conservation solutions that make economic sense are the 
ones that stand the test of time. We work to achieve lasting change by 

creating new and unexpected partnerships among conservation, business 
and community interests to build durable solutions to important problems. 

waltonfamilyfoundation.org   |  @waltonfamilyfdn   

Creating Healthy Ocean Ecosystems  
and Strong Local Economies
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July 25-26 Okanagan Lake, BC

SWIM ALONG!

Learn More! Follow Us! Facebook.com/VictorySwim105

Endurance athlete Adam Ellenstein with his 
Aunt Susan, who was diagnosed with 
Parkinson’s in 2015 and his wife, Amelia.

1. SET A GOAL for your own swim at your local 
pool, lake or ocean

2. SWIM July 24, 25 or 26 to raise awareness and 
funds for Parkinson’s 

3. SHARE on social media with #VictorySwim105

VictorySwim!"#
105k Non-Stop WORLD RECORD Swim to Benefit Parkinson’s
July 25-26, 2016 on Okanagan Lake, BC

Proud SPonSor of
Peter Benchley ocean awardS
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Dreams can’t be realized 
on a spreadsheet.

WEALTH PLANNING  |  BANKING  |  TRUST & ESTATE SERVICES  |  INVESTING  |  FAMILY OFFICE

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT

Michael R. Marsh, Regional Director 
Foundation & Institutional Advisors
800 Connecticut Avenue NW, Suite 200
Washington, DC 20006
202-303-1722 or mrm12@ntrs.com

northerntrust.com

Northern Trust is proud to support the Peter Benchley Ocean Awards. For more than 125 years, we’ve been meeting 

our clients’ fi nancial needs while nurturing a culture of caring and a commitment to invest in the communities we serve. 

Because great returns can come from anywhere.

CLOS DU VAL

CLOS DU VAL 5330 SILVERADO TRAIL, NAPA, CA 94558 
 OPEN DAILY 10AM - 5PM  |   707.261.5251  |   www.closduval .com

Three exquisite Napa Valley estate vine-
yards. Our iconic Three Graces. Together, 
they represent almost a half-century of 
distinctive winemaking. Clos Du Val 
wines brilliantly capture the terroir of 
three world-renowned Napa Valley 
appellations, delivering finesse, complex-
ity, and balance.

FAMILY OWNED 
VINEYARD ESTATES 
NAPA VALLEY HERITAGE

TASTING ROOM

Come experience our world-class hospi-
tality and taste wines from our estate 
Stags Leap District, Carneros, and Yount-
ville vineyards.
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“We know that if we don’t stop the decline we may 
damage our planet irreparably - economically. 
environmentally, even existentially.”
Peter Benchley

OF  STANFORD  UNIVERSITY

Congratulations to our esteemed colleague 

Dr. Barbara Block

Winner of the 2016 Benchley Award for Excellence in Science

Your pioneering research on the behavior, physiology & ecology of highly 
migratory fish has critically informed an expanding global effort to protect 
these fishes. You are  an inspiration to all of our work that spans the ocean 

conservation seascape. Kudos!

~ the Faculty of Hopkins Marine Station      

Photo © CI/Sterling Zumbrunn



The Board of Directors of Blue Frontier salute this year’s 
Peter Benchley Ocean Award Winners and all 64 outstanding 

winners, past and present, who give us hope for a better blue world.  
Congratulations to Wendy Benchley and Blue Frontier Executive 

Director David Helvarg for having launched the world’s 
top honors for ocean heroes.

Blue Frontier works to build the solution-oriented citizen movement needed to protect 
the ocean, coastlines and communities, both wild and human, that depend on them.  

We’re committed to restoring the blue in our red, white and blue.  

Learn more at www.bluefront.org  
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